
Foreigners in Kuopio 2023

Population of 
foreign citizenship

4785, 3,9 %

Over 100
nationalities

Biggest groups
Russians

Ukrainians
Estonians

Foreign language
speakers

7029, 5,7 %

Some 90 foreign
languages

Most common
languages

Russian
Arabic
English

Ukrainian

Some 1400 
international students

City of Kuopio, Strategy and developmentSource: Statistics Finland, 05/2024



Definitions from Statistics Finland

• Foreign citizen:

Foreign nationals who intend to live permanently in Finland must have fulfilled 

during a year the preconditions of residence (EU national) and have a valid 

residence permit for longer time than one year. An asylum seeker is granted 

refugee status if he or she is granted asylum.

• Foreign-language speaker:

Persons whose native language is some other than Finnish, Swedish or 

Sami.



Foreign citizens living in Kuopio 2010 - 2023

31 Dec 2023
Foreign citizens
living in Kuopio 

4785 (3,9 %)

Growth of foreign
population

in 2023 
+861 (+24 %)
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Percentages of foreign citizens and foreign-language speakers 
Kuopio vs. Finland 2003 – 2023 (31 Dec)

31 Dec 2024
Foreign-language

speakers
7029
5,7 %

31 Dec 2023
Foreign citizens
living in Kuopio

4785
3,9 %



17,1
15,7

11,9

9,4
8,5

6,8 6,7 6,3 6 5,2 4,8 4,5 4,4 4 3,9 3,3

0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16
18

Percentages of foreign citizens (%) in Kuopio and reference cities
2023

31 Dec 2023
Foreign citizens living

in Kuopio

4785 (3,9 %)



Russia; 749

Ukraine; 367

Estonia; 248

Syria; 243

Bangladesh; 191

China; 188
Nigeria; 177

Pakistan; 142
India; 141

Thailand; 136
Iran; 124

Philippines; 123

Iraq; 114

Myanmar; 108
Turkey; 92

Democratic Republic of the 
Congo; 82 Sri Lanka; 79

Afghanistan; 73

Foreigners by citizenship 2023

Largest
nationalities

Russians
Ukrainians
Estonians

Foreigners
have

some 100
nationalities

4785
foreigners
some 100

nationalities



Children ; 751; 16 %

Young people; 
637; 13 %Working age; 

3234; 68 %

Seniors ; 163; 3 %

Foreigners by citizenship by age groups 2023

31 Dec 2023
Foreign citizens
living in Kuopio 

4785 (3,9 %)



Russian; 1763

Arbic; 773

English; 476

Ukrainian; 329
Estonian; 281

Other; 263
Bengal; 230

Farsi, Persian; 207
Chinese; 203

Thai; 201

Spanish; 168

Turkish; 145

Urdu; 133

German; 111
Tagalog; Pilipino; 104

Burma; 101

Foreign-language speakers 2023

Most common foreign
languages

Russian, Arabic
English and 
Ukrainian

Foreign-language
speakers
in Kuopio

7029, 5,7 %

Some 90 foreign

languages

7029
foreign-language

speakers
some 90

foreign languages



In Kuopio foreign 
citizens are scattered 
across the sub-areas.

Keskusta 
2731
4,4 %

Eteläinen 
alue 939
2,8 %

Riistavesi 
33

4,3 %

Läntinen
maaseutu 

11 
0,3 %

Itäinen
maaseutu 

7
0,8 %

Vehmersalmi 
20

1,1 %

Juankoski 
66

1,6 %

Nilsiä 
71

0,7 %
Maaninka 

28
0,8 %

Karttula 
30

1,0 %

Foreign citizens living in Kuopio by sub-area 2023
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